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 Idaho Ronald McDonald House Events
 February 1     Celebrating 25 Years of Keeping Families Together 

 May 31 & June 1     Western States CAT/Idaho Ronald McDonald House 
  Sporting Clays Tournament - Black Dog Clays – Boise, ID

 September 18      J.R. Simplot Memorial Golf Tournament
  Falcon Crest Golf Club – Kuna, ID
  Dinner and Charity Auction – September 17, Stueckle Sky Center, Boise State University Campus

Community Events Benefiting the Idaho Ronald McDonald House

 February 7 4th Annual Soup TweetUp
  Enjoy soup from some of the Valley’s best chefs  
  4:30 - 8:00pm at the Owyhee Plaza - Boise, ID

 May 2    Idaho Gives   
  A one day online giving campaign to raise $500,000 from 5,000 donors, which will go directly to  
  participating Idaho nonprofit organizations. Visit www.idahononprofits.org for more information.

CELEBRATING

YEARS
KEEPING FAMILIES

TOGETHER 

1974  First Ronald McDonald House®  
                    opens in Philadelphia

1986  Children’s Family Center of Idaho,  
                   the founding organization of the  
                   Idaho Ronald McDonald House (RMH)  
                   was incorporated.

Feb 1, 1988   

 The Idaho Ronald McDonald House  
 opened with 4 guest rooms, the  
 106th Ronald McDonald House  
 to open.

25 Years of Keeping Families Together

1991  The first year of an instrumental golf tournament that   
 would eventually become the J.R. Simplot Memorial  
 Golf Tournament, providing a significant portion of the  
 annual operating revenue for the RMH.  

1992  The Volunteer Christmas Bazaar was started, bringing  
 together a large group of volunteers to raise funds for  
 the RMH.

1993  Idaho Ronald McDonald House expands to 12 rooms  
 to meet the growing demand for service.

1997    Volunteer led Pull Tab     
  program was formed, collecting   
  aluminum can tab tops to recycle  
  on a per pound basis and raise  
  money for House needs.
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25th Anniversary
Idaho Ronald McDonald House®

February 1, 2013

For more information about these events visit our website at www.rmhcidaho.org or call (208)336-5478.
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25 Ways to Help Make a House a Home
The Idaho Ronald McDonald House® provides a home away from home for families  
of children who are receiving care in Boise. As the saying goes it takes a village to raise  
a child, it also takes a village to make a house a home.

There are several ways you can help to make the  
Idaho Ronald McDonald House (RMH) a home:

1.  Assist with the landscaping and yard maintenance.

2.  Volunteer to clean all of the toys, which have to be cleaned on a daily basis.

3.  Throw a baby shower and collect preemie, newborn clothes, diapers, and blankets. 

4.  Collect pull tabs at your house, workplace, restaurant, gym or school. 

5.  Make fleece blankets to keep the children and their parents warm and cozy.

6.  Assist a family and pay for their night’s stay at the House.

7.  Furnish a room by donating a new white blanket, bedspread, sheets, and towel set.

8.  Get a group of family or friends together and make dinner. 

9.  Help collect items from the monthly wish list.

10. Make holiday gift bags for each room.

11. Knit hats, gloves, scarves or blankets.  

12. Create fun notecards that families can send home or to those who have  
helped them in their time of need.

13. Organize a boy scout/eagle scout project, which might include making picnic tables  
or working in the garden.

14. Volunteer at the Sporting Clays Tournament.

15. Volunteer at the J.R. Simplot Memorial Golf Tournament.

16. Donate downtown Boise gift cards, grocery cards or gas cards.

17. Provide manicures and pedicures to the parents and children.

18. Provide knitting/art tutorials to help parents and children have an outlet. 

19. Ask your friends to donate to RMH instead of giving gifts for special occasions 
(birthday, Christmas, anniversary).

20. Sponsor a team for the Sporting Clays or Golf Tournament.

21. Create a Group Give or Cause page to encourage your friends and family to  
support Ronald McDonald House.

22. Recycle your E-Waste (cell phones, digital cameras, printer cartridges, iPods).

23. Designate RMHC of Idaho through your workplace giving campaign.

24. Donate fresh veggies or fruits from your garden.

25. Share the message of how the Idaho Ronald McDonald House has impacted your life.

There is no gift that is too small when we all work together to help make this  
House a home. Share your time and talent with the Idaho Ronald McDonald House.
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Give as a Group
And help Idaho Ronald McDonald 
House® families find strength in 
numbers

At the Idaho RMH, there is strength in 
numbers – strength in our network of staff, 
volunteers, families, and donors working 
to provide stability and vital resources to 
families in their greatest time of need. And 
whether it’s in a family, office or community 
group there is strength in your network  
as well.

Share your strength with Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Idaho and the families 
we serve by creating your own RMHC 
fundraising page. Consider the RMHC 
Group Give as a virtual Donation Box, 
bake sale or hot chocolate stand for you to 
personally help families! Just think how 
many families we can reach if 25 of your 
friends stop by to support your stand with 
a $25 donation while many other RMHC 
supporters just like yourself do the same. 
Now that’s strength in numbers.

Be Creative!  
Bill Whitacre, President & CEO of  
J.R. Simplot Company comments. . . .

“I became aware of RMHC through the 
Simplot Company many years ago. I am 
continually moved by the unbelievable 
endurance of children with serious illness, 
and the courage of their families. In providing 
temporary housing for these families, RMHC 
provides support that is much more than 
a bedroom. It is a place that represents 
compassion, solace and hope. I don’t know 
how it could ever be replicated, but I’m very 
sure that it can be expanded and enhanced. I 
do know that every single time that I’m with 
RMHC, I want to do more!”

And do more is just what Bill has done!  Bill 
and his team RawHyde Adventure have taken 
on one of the toughest tests of endurance 
in sports, riding on motorcycles in the 2013 
Dakar Rally - one of the toughest off-road 
races in the world.  Bill partnered with the 
RMHC Idaho to share his experiences and 
support, and created a Group Give page to do 
just that! 

25 Years of Memories
By Sylvia Boyle

February 8, 1988, 101 Warm Springs Ave. 
The Idaho Ronald McDonald House...

This is where, 25 years ago, I started my 
twice a month volunteer evening shift  
(from 5pm to 9pm).

The House had only the four original 
bedrooms (all upstairs) and was a little slow 
getting referrals, but it was a welcoming 
place, full of love, from the start. There 
was only one staff member, the House 
Manager, so I was often alone and waiting 
for someone to check in. Within the first 
year the word was out and hospital staff 
were keeping the four bedrooms full with 
families of children who were primarily 
NICU patients or cancer patients.

My favorite memories of the House are the 
wonderful cooking smells from volunteers 
and families in the kitchen; the children 
playing in the basement playroom; the 
beautiful Holiday decorations, especially the 
donated tree from “The Festival of Trees”; 
introducing my husband and children to 
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Mission Statement
Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Idaho 

operates the Idaho Ronald McDonald House®
 

to provide a temporary home away from home 

for families of ill or injured children receiv-

ing treatment at Boise medical facilities. In 

addition, the Charity invests in community 

programs that promote the health and well-

being of children.
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1998  The Idaho Ronald McDonald House®  
 celebrates 10 years of providing a  
 home away from home for families  
 of ill and injured children. 

2001  An annual yard sale held by  
 volunteers was started on the front  
 lawn of the RMH.

2002  Once again demand necessitated  
 growth of the Idaho Ronald McDonald  
 House to meet the need for   
 medically related housing in Boise.   
 Seven bedrooms, a second kitchen  
 and laundry room were added,   
 allowing the House to accommodate  
 up to 19 families each night. 

2004  With the recent expansion, a   
 secondary fundraiser was needed to  
 help support operations.  Partnering  
 with Kids & Clays, the RMH Sporting 
 Clays Tournament was started.   
 Western States CAT signed on as the  
 title sponsor in 2005.

2008  The 20th Anniversary was celebrated  
 with an Extreme Cake Decorating  
 Competition for the community and a  
 family reunion picnic.

2011  The Ronald McDonald House provides  
 over 8,000 nights of temporary  
 lodging.

2013  Celebrating 25 years of  
 Keeping Families Together
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~ continued “25 Years of Keeping Families Together”

Get Started Today!   
Visit RMHCGroupGive.kintera.org/Idaho. 
It’s simple and fun! Customize your page 
with photos, videos, personalized messages 
and your fundraising goal. Make a personal 
donation then invite your family, friends and 
coworkers to be part of this exciting effort! 
Track your progress, send updates, and 
help RMHC. If you have questions or need 
assistance setting up your fundraising  
page contact us at gift@rmhcidaho.org  
or (208) 336-5478.

the House by cooking a Holiday meal and 
visiting with families during Thanksgiving 
and Christmas; and, watching the House 
grow along with the area by adding 15 
more bedrooms and many more caring and 
dedicated staff and volunteers. 

It was also fun to have a good friend from 
High School days, Sylvia Wirth, start 
volunteering with me about twelve years ago. 
We are referred to as “the Sylvia’s” and enjoy 
sharing such a rewarding experience. The 
best memory of all is knowing that in some 
small way you have helped provide a place for 
the families to relax and regroup during very 
challenging times. I don’t know how often, on 

my drive back home at night, I would realize 
how very blessed I was to be able to help and 
have so few of the many problems the families 
faced.

Now with retirement, travel and health 
challenges, Sylvia and I only volunteer about 
once a month for a special project that usually 
involves organizing something. It is great 
to still have some contact with the staff, 
volunteers and families. And as I have said 
before, volunteers get so much more than  
they give from this experience. It is truly  
“The House That Love Built”.

From the Old Cell Phone in Your Junk Drawer…

“Boy Howdy, it’s dark in here! There was a glimmer of light the other day when the 
door opened briefly and two friends, black and blue ink, were tossed inside, but they 
were too drained to even say hi.   

I hear grumblings occasionally from Mr. iPod and Ms. MP3 Player, but I think 
it’s just their batteries winding down. Even young camera-n has pretty much quieted 
down; I guess he’s finally realized that there will be no picture-taking in this place! 

All this old electronic stuff just sitting in the drawer; I overheard them talking about 
making some New Year’s resolutions-I wish one of them would be to donate us to the 
Idaho Ronald McDonald House. The House benefits because we’re recycled and the  
money is used for their families. What a great idea! We won’t be  polluting our  
                  landfills, and even as oldsters,  
       we’ll still have a purpose.”

@RMHIdahowww.facebook.com/rmhcidaho

The Sylvia’s

Editor’s Note: February 1st, the Idaho Ronald 
McDonald House® will celebrate 25 years of 
keeping families together!  Our goal from 
February 1 through July 31, 2013 is to collect and 
recycle at least 2,500 E-Waste items. Every cell 
phone/charger, MP3 player, iPod, digital camera, 
and ink and toner cartridge will count toward 
that goal.  Please help by telling 25 of your friends 
and family members to start collecting all of their 
unused E-Waste items and donate them starting 
February 1!  You can drop them off at the Idaho 
Ronald McDonald House any day of the week 
from 9am-9pm.  If you live outside of the Boise 
area, you can participate too – just give us a call 
to find out how. And yes, we do still save the tabs 
and recycle cans, too.  It all helps!


