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FOREVER GRATEFUL

In October 2009, our small family
consisted of a mom, dad, and a
beautiful 3 1/2 year old daughter.
After two previous miscarriages, we
were all excited for the opportunity to
be going in for an ultrasound to find out
what our new bundle of joy would be.
20 weeks along finally felt like safety
and security, and we were all looking
forward to finding out the gender. A
week after the ultrasound, our world
changed as we knew it. After a phone
call from the doctor, a trip to Boise to
see a specialist, and an amniocentesis
procedure, the diagnoses came. Spina
bifida and hydrocephalus affecting our
baby girl was a complete surprise. Panic
and worry came into play hugely for the
Petersen family. (Spina bifida is a defect

that occurs in the spine around 4 weeks
gestation when a part of the spine does
not close completely when developing.
Hydrocephalus, excess water in the brain
ventricles, often accompanies spina
bifida.)
The next few months were a blur as we
made our way to Boise every week
to keep a close eye on our baby girl.
We were very fortunate that her brain
remained stable until around 29 weeks.
As they watched the hydrocephalus get
worse, the specialists decided that she
would need to be born via C-section at
35 weeks. The end of January 2010, we
were well prepared by St. Luke’s specialists
as we welcomed our sweet little Ellie into
the world!

Ellie went through several hours of back
and brain surgery within the first 24 hours
of her life. The first two weeks were
definitely the toughest as Ellie continued
to heal in the NICU at St. Luke’s Boise.
During this stay, Ellie did not move her
legs and was considered to be more
paralyzed from her diagnosis than
originally assumed by the specialist. She
could not pass her hearing test either, and
was later diagnosed with bilateral auditory
neuropathy.
Although there was much turmoil and
trauma, by the grace of God, a calm and
peaceful feeling was with our family as we
ventured through this. The staff at St. Luke’s
Boise and the Idaho Ronald McDonald
House were instrumental in helping all of
us. The care and love given to our beautiful
Ellie from the many specialists and 24hour care nurses at St. Luke’s NICU and
the Myelo Clinic will never be forgotten.
The Ronald McDonald House was home
away from home during our stay. We
were fed healthy and nourishing meals to
keep our strength up. Healing for mom’s
C-section was a breeze as the Ronald
McDonald House kept us in a spacious
and comfortable room with a specialized
bed for comfort.
We were able to rest well which hastened
the healing process. The 24-hour shuttle
available between the house and the
hospital was a wonderful and much
needed service that we appreciated
immensely!
It’s been 6 1/2 years since this life
changing experience and since then, we
have truly become part of the Ronald
McDonald House family as we have
needed a place to stay for Ellie’s continuous
treatment. Whether it’s been for surgeries,
Continued on page 2

WISH LIST

A great way to give and make a real
difference! The Idaho Ronald McDonald
House depends on you to provide many
of the things needed for our families and
the House. Please check this list of items
and pick up one or two the next time
you are at the store. Donations may be
dropped off at the House any time during
office hours, 9am – 9pm, 7-days a week.

Ellie Peterson
Continued from page 1.
procedures, or doctor appointments, the
staff and many volunteers from this home
away from home have opened their arms
to us, which has continued to make our
burden lighter. When Ellie finds out that we
are going to the Ronald McDonald House
to stay for more poking, prodding, and
procedures in the hospital, she is the first to
be ready to go because she feels the love
and hope in this wonderful home.
Ellie’s life story is far from over as she has
grown into an amazingly bright girl with so
much to offer to the world. She is about to
begin first grade. She excels in her hobbies
of singing, making others laugh, and trying
out new adventures every day. She wants
to be just like her big sister Emma who is
her greatest example of a hero in her life.
Ellie has also been a pioneer, being a part
of bringing new medical devices into Idaho
that benefit her and other children with
special needs. She also inspires all those
that know her, and specifically her mother,
who was a part of starting and directing
a non-profit organization called Idaho
Spina Bifida. This organization supports
all families and individuals affected by
spina bifida in Idaho. A special thanks to
all those in Ellie’s past, present, and future
who are spending countless hours taking
care of Ellie and children much like her.
The Petersen family is forever grateful for a
great team of specialists and a home away
from home that the Ronald McDonald
House and its donors so generously offer
and provide.

Currently in Need:
1. Lysol Toilet Bowl Cleaner
2. 16 oz Plastic Cups
3. Hair Brushes and Combs
4. Paper Bowls and Paper Plates
5. Plastic Utensils, especially Spoons
6. Individually packaged snack foods
Visit our website, www.rmhcidaho.org,
to review our full wish list for more ideas
of how you can help. Thank you for
your kindness.

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP
IMPACT
In May, Regence BlueShield of
Idaho Vice President of Sales
& Ronald McDonald House
Marketing Committee member
Scott Jones presented a $50,000
check to House staff, board
members and volunteers for
support as a Regence Community
partner organization. Regence
community partner organizations
receive comprehensive assistance
through financial grants, event
support, board involvement and
employee volunteer support.
Much of the marketing, PR and
awareness efforts at the House
this year are supported and made
possible through this partnership
with Regence.

From left to right 1st row: Mindy Plumlee, Josh Evett, Scott Jones
2nd row: Becky Alexander, Ellie Pharis, Mitch Grimes
3rd row: Dave Cook, Luke Sturdy, Garrett Lofto
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TO THE COMMUNITY

Mission Statement

Ronald McDonald House Charities®
of Idaho operates the Idaho Ronald
McDonald House® to provide a temporary
home away from home for families of ill or
injured children receiving treatment at Boise
medical facilities.
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Dear Friends and Partners of the Idaho Ronald McDonald House,
You deserve special praise and thanks for your contributions to the House this
year. From the hard work of House staff, to the generosity of its donors, and the
donated time and spirit of its many volunteers, this House achieves its mission
because of your wonderful collective efforts and dedication. While the demand
for the House’s services increases, all of us are committed to ensuring that the
House continues to provide a home away from home for the families of ill and
injured children in their time of need.

Staff

Mindy Plumlee, Executive Director
Kelly Houston Staskey, Director of
House Operations

Ellie Pharis, Development Director
Ramona Dopps, Data & Administrative Director
Laura Pegram, Resident Manager
Maddy Ellis, House Coordinator-Intern
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Phone: (208)336-5478
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To meet the challenges posed by a changing Idaho, the Board of Directors
has continued to devote significant resources to strategic planning, with an
emphasis on fundraising efforts and expanding the House to accommodate
increasing demand. Thanks to the generosity of its donors, the House remains on
a financially sound footing going forward. House expansion, however, presents
some special challenges, which the Board of Directors continues to track, plan for,
and address through its Expansion Committee. This will be a multi-year endeavor
that will ultimately position the House to accomplish its mission in changing times.
As a non-profit organization, the House depends on its donors, volunteers, and
committed staff to survive. It really is that simple. Without you the House could not
achieve its mission. So, many thanks to you and all that you do, and thank you
for your commitment and caring to the families that pass through the doors of this
House.
Warmest regards,

Joshua Evett
President, Board of Directors

Facebook.com/rmhcidaho

@RMHIdaho

Mindy Plumlee
Executive Director
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FACTS & HIGHLIGHTS
In 2015, 632 families visited the Idaho Ronald McDonald House
for 4,190 total nights of lodging.
Families came from communities across:

Idaho 83%
Oregon 11%
Nevada 2%
and beyond 4%
(including AK,
CA, FL, TX,WA)

The average length of stay was 7 days and the average
occupancy for 2015 was 68%.
The value of providing a room, meals, etc. at the Ronald
McDonald House is more than $175 a day, per family. There
are some things you can’t assign a dollar figure to: peace of
mind, a caring environment, the support of volunteers and
other guest families. Those intangibles are what make this
House a home. In 2015, more than $733,000 in essential
services were delivered to families using the House.

Families come with children who
have the following conditions:
• Cancer: 6%

• Neurological: 6%

• Gastro Intestinal: 9%

• Nephrology: 4%

• Respiratory: 11%

• Pediatric Services: 25%

• Premature Birth: 26%

• Ear, Nose, Throat: 4%

• Craniofacial Surgery: 5%

• Orthopedic: 3%
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Reaching Out Into the Community
Outside the walls of the Ronald McDonald House, the mission of helping children continues locally and across the State.
Food Boxes:
Some families of pediatric patients at our partner hospitals stay at
the bedside of the patient. Perhaps there are complications that make
it necessary for them to be there at all times. The Ronald McDonald
House may be full and they are waiting for an available room, or
they may live close enough to drive home at the end of each day.
We still provide care and support by delivering a food box so the
family has nourishing and convenient snacks. This program is still
developing, but over the past year, we assisted 58 families in this
way, helping them to reduce financial burdens and spend more time
with their child.
Grant Making:
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Idaho uses a matching grants
program available through Ronald McDonald House Charities
Global Office in Oak Brook, IL to help provide funding for programs
that focus on pediatric oral health.
During 2014, over $55,000 was placed into the canisters at
McDonald’s® restaurants throughout the State to benefit RMHC of

Idaho. These proceeds along with the matching funds helped the
following organizations benefit more than 4,700 of Idaho’s school
age children.
Children’s Free Dental Clinic in the Boise School District –
Dental Equipment & Supplies
Central District Health Department - School Based Sealant Project
Central District Health Department (in collaboration with the Idaho
Oral Health Alliance) – Pilot Program: Healthy Me is Cavity Free
(services for children 0-3)
Idaho State University – Bengal Smiles School Based Dental Sealant
Program
Southeastern Idaho Public Health – The Marsh Valley, Aberdeen
and American Falls Smiles Projects
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Statement of Financial Position
ASSETS 2015

Statement of Activities

REVENUES & OTHER SUPPORT		

Cash & cash equivalents

$251,838

Prepaid expenses

12,908

Contributions
In-kind donations

101,414
201,039

Investments

4,819,245

Special events

Property & equipment

1,043,706

Room donations

TOTAL ASSETS

$6,127,697

$677,744

Other revenue
TOTAL REVENUE & SUPPORT

10,924
586
$991,707

EXPENSES			
Program services

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
TOTAL LIABILITIES

$36,319
$36,319

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted

$5,345,178

Temporarily Restricted

250,000

Permanently restricted

496,200

TOTAL NET ASSETS
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

$6,091,378
$6,127,697

$648,181

Management & general

188,959

Fundraising & special events

115,937

Unallocated donation boxes

20,453

TOTAL EXPENSES

$973,530

NET INCOME/LOSS

$18,177

Volunteers

MAKE THIS HOUSE A HOME

The heart of a
volunteer is not
measured in size,
but by the depth of
the commitment to
make a difference
in the lives of others.
~ DeAnne Hollis

Volunteering at the Idaho Ronald
McDonald House is easy and
fun. You can volunteer once or
schedule to volunteer on a regular
basis. It’s a great opportunity for
families, friends and small groups.
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Help Us Keep Our
Database Current
Please send a note or call to inform us of any changes
to your name or address, or to report duplicate mailings.
Thank you for your assistance.
info@rmhcidaho.org

(208)336-5478

Community

Ronald McDonald House

EVENTS

EVENTS

Benefiting the Ronald McDonald House

2016
Sept. 20

Dinner and Charity Auction

Sept. 21

J.R. Simplot Memorial
Golf Tournament

JUMP, Contact Ellie Pharis to purchase tickets
ellie@rmhcidaho.org or (208)336-5478

Falcon Crest Golf Club – Kuna, ID

Nov.16 - Dec.31 Season of Giving: Share A Night

2017
Feb. 1-15

Online Auction Celebrating the
Idaho Ronald McDonald House
29th Anniversary

June 3 & 4

Western States CAT/Idaho Ronald
McDonald House Sporting Clays
Tournament at Black Dog Clays, Boise

Oct - Dec. 24

2016 Southern Living Cookbooks
on Sale at Dillard’s

Oct. 15

Day of Change at your local
McDonald’s® Restaurant

Nov. 1-13

McDonald’s National Fundraiser for
Ronald McDonald House Charities

Nov. 29

#GivingTuesday a Global Day
of Giving

For more information about these events visit our website at www.rmhcidaho.org or call (208)336-5478.

